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February 15, 2002 



Preliminary Amendment. A petition accompanies the subject Preliminary Amendment seeking 
acceptance of the delayed reference to the aforementioned provisional patent application. 

It is believed that no additional fees are owing. Should determination be incorrect, the 
Patent Office Officials are hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies to our Deposit Account 
No. 13-2759, and notify the undersigned in due course. 



Respectfully submitted. 





Attorn^ for Applicants 
Reg. No. 32,158 



MEREK & VOORHEES 
673 South Washington Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
(703) 684-5633 
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MARKED-UP VERSION SHOWING CHANGES 
In the Specification 

Immediately after the Title of the Invention on page one of the Specifciation, the 
following new paragraph was added: 



The subject patent application claims the benefit of the 



filing date of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial 
No, 6Q/17L615 filed on December 23. 1999. 



